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Editor’s Note

Dear Readers,

I’m sure that all the teachers tell you to read more to gain “knowledge
outside of the textbooks”. However, how many of you actually do that? To
help all of you, we have chosen to write about Strange Things — no, not the
TV series but the strange things in our daily lives. Each featured article is
dedicated to explaining the weird things around us like the Deep Web or the

Mandala Effect or even some uncommon facts.

I do not think that learning these strange things will help you to pass
tests. But who knows? Maybe the teacher will ask you about some Japanese
Al youtubers? Maybe not... Nonetheless, [ am certain that you can use the

knowledge to brag to your friends because I have.

So, enjoy reading the 86th volume of Our Ladian and stay weird.

Yours truly,
Fabiola Tsang
Chief Editor of the School Press Team
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Theories -
ally True?

Fabiola Tsang 5A

First of all, what is a conspiracy theory? According to Merriam-Webster,
it means a theory that explains an event as the result of a secret plot, usually
by powerful conspirators. So, basically, these conspiracy theorists believe
that nothing happens by accident, nothing is as it seems and everything is
connected.

Most people consider these conspiracy theories absurd or impossible.
However, many find it extremely entertaining. However, you are warned not
to take them seriously as they are just theories which means that they may
not be true. The last thing the world needs is more crazy conspiracy theorists.
Without further ado, the following are some fascinating examples of some of
the conspiracy theories.

Some have claimed that the early moon landings of NASA (USA) are all
fake! When the Soviets landed on the moon, it concerned a lot of Americans.
Naturally, the US government had to intervene to calm the public down.
Therefore, a “moon landing” was staged in NASA to reassure the US citizens that
their government is capable of space travel.

The first moon landing of NASA
is called the Apollo 11. When the
astronauts landed on the moon, they
put a flag on the moon and the Apollo
11 did just that. The pictures, however,
show otherwise. The Apollo 11’s flag
is missing from the recent satellite
photos. NASA has explained that it was
“blown off” when the Apollo 11 rocket
took off. Strange, right?
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The most famous one yet is the
prediction of Trump’s presidency
and the states that elected Trump
as president. The accuracy is highly
suspicious. However, one can argue that
Trump got the idea to run for president TRUMP
from the Simpsons. AMERICA YOU CAN BE MY EX-WIFE!

But this is not the only thing they predicted correctly. They predicted that
20th Century Fox (the movie company) was acquired by Disney 19 years ago. The
show also foretold a Nobel Prize finalist!

How can a cartoon predict this? Some have said that it is the government
giving us “glimpses of the future” through the Simpsons. This is rather ridiculous
though as the Simpsons are known to joke about the current social events. Plus,
the “predictions” actually are patterns of reality. How so?

Take the acquisition of 20th Century
Fox. It is universally known that Disney is
known to acquire other companies, like
Marvel, Lucasfilm (Star Wars). Moreover,
Fox was experiencing some financial crisis.
So, it would be logical that they would
acquire 20th Century Fox as well.

While researching for this article, | came across one ridiculous theory. A
conspiracy theorist named Alex Jones claimed that the American government
has “weather weapons” and added that the tornadoes and floods which occurred
in America are all created by the government.

However, this theory is immediately dismissed by the public as tornadoes
and floods are actually a natural phenomenon. Yet, Alex has insisted that they
may have been orchestrated by the government, which he said “can create and
steer groups of tornadoes”.
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There are not a lot as most of them are quite insane. But one stood out to
me as the craziest that became true.

Most of us are not so familiar
with the Vietham War. However,
one does not need to delve deep
into the history behind the war
to understand this theory. North
Vietnam and South Vietnam
started a war and America
decided to join South Vietnam in
the war because America needs
to be involved with everything.
The whole science behind this war is extremely complicated.

Anyway, around 10 years into the war, the Americans started to lose their
hope of winning the war. Thus, President Johnson devised a plan - to fake the
sinking of an American ship, and blame it on North Vietnam. This happened in
an area called “the Gulf of Tonkin”. This news created great support among the
American public, and gave more power to the US military. For years, people have
been speculating that the US government has fabricated this incident.

Then the conspiracy theorists’ dreams came true. In 2005, the US
government confirmed that there, in fact, was no Gulf of Tonkin.

This gave hope to many conspiracy theorists that their theories might be
true. However, there are so many theories that are so ridiculous that it is absurd
to even write them down. Like, the Beatles never existed or the Earth is flat or
that Hitler is still alive or the moon does not exist.

Even though there are some chances that these theories may be true,
but we shouldn't blindly support them. It is strongly advised that you do your
research behind the theory before supporting it. You may be one of the flat-
Earthers if you do not research thoroughly.
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Is it the Mandela Effect or
Just False Memory?

Moni Fok 5A

Have you ever been affected by the phenomenon called the Mandela
Effect? | bet most of you have heard of this term, but do you know what
exactly it is?

What is the Mandela Effect?

The Mandela Effect refers to a group of people's memories concerning a
certain event being contradictory to reality and to other people's memories.

This can be explained by parallel universes. It is very difficult for those
affected by the Mandela Effect to prove that their version is really true. They can
only rely on their own memories and other sources based on the event.

Why is it named as the Mandela effect?

The Mandela Effect is named after
Nelson Mandela, the South African
statesman and civil rights activist.
When he died in 2013, news of his
death stirred up some surprising -
and mysterious - memories. People
around the world reported that they
remembered hearing of his death
decades earlier, in the 1980s. Some
even vividly recalled watching his funeral on television.

Maybe you would like to learn more about this term. Here are some
examples:
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Next Year Today
(BRE®B)

Next Year Today, a song by Eason
Chan is one of the most well-known songs
in the Cantopop music industry. There’s a
controversial line thought to be affected by
the Mandela Effect.

“ FKIBTEFR L &2 (Dreaming on the bed forever) "

This is the original lyric of the song. But many people have suggested that it
should be:

" FKIBTEF L 2R (Being in a daze on the bed forever) ”.

What do you think? Which side are you on?

KitKat vs Kit-Kat

Originally, the dash between ‘Kit’ and ‘Kat’ was to represent a cake placed
in the middle. Over time, the dash is no longer there. Many customers claimed
that it used to be there. However, a YouTube video showed otherwise. This false
memory is confusing us every day.
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The Mandela Effect Could be Unreliable

Even though the Mandela Effect sounds convincing, there are still
many comments opposing its existence.

One example is the event which gave the phenomenon its name, the
Mandela incident itself — there is solid proof that Mandela was out of jail in
1988, and was a president of South Africa in 1990. He cannot possibly have died
in 1980.

Maybe It’s All Just False Memory?

If you look up the term online, you will find most sites already stating
that “the Mandela Effect”is a kind of “False memory”. What differs is that “the
Mandela Effect” supports the existence of parallel universes. However, “false
memory” is just claiming all the theories and proofs you've just read are all
nonsense, and just your brain’s fault.

So, what do you think? Is the Mandela Effect real? Or is it just a case of
false memory? Or are there really parallel universes? The debate continues!
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1al on Netflix?

Kathy Cheung 5A

| trust that most of you have heard of Netflix and considered whether you
should subscribe to Netflix or not. In this article, I'm going to recommend you
some different kinds of movies or tv shows produced by Netflix and end your
struggles.

There is a glut of drama series, comedy shows, documentaries and much
more than you think. And | really want to tell you that Netflix can help you relax
and learn English... even learn some moral lessons.

The most well-known drama series from Netflix are Stranger Things, 13
Reasons Why and Black Mirror. If you already have a Netflix account, you should
have watched them before. Therefore, | want to recommend some which are not
that famous to all of you including dramas, talk shows and documentaries.
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New superheroes - The Umbrella Academy

Everyone knows that Marvel and DC produce almost all the superhero
movies. However, apart from them, there is another choice of superhero which
is closer to our lives. The Umbrella Academy is totally different from other
superhero movies. Most of the characters in The Umbrella Academy have a sad
past or trauma. Plus, when they grow up, they save the world and they won't
make any mistakes.

In The Umbrella Academy, there are 7 children with superpowers. After they
grow up, they go different ways. However, when their father dies, they group
together to save the world after 17 years. Every character has their distinctive
personalities which makes the drama even more meaningful.

The characters in this series are
very realistic as well! The “superheroes”
in this series are imperfect, unlike the

Marvel and DC superheroes. They
T H E ORIGINAL SERIES SOUNDTRACK a . .
MUSIC BY JEFF RUSSO are just like ordinary people. They're
ACADEMYE D flawed. They make mistakes. Besides,
in this drama all the main characters
don’t want to team up with each
other. Every time something happens,
they try to deal with the problems
themselves rather than solving
them as a team. Surely the problems
couldn't be solved without each
other! In this drama, it really shows
the importance of teamwork. The
messages behind the stories and the storylines are so impressive that they make
this drama series so worth watching.
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Mysterious Town - Riverdale

Another incredible series is Riverdale, which is about our kind of school life,
although a more dramatic one. Riverdale seems like a little normal town but it's
full of mysteries.

The main story is about the death of a boy called Jason Blossom, and the
characters try to investigate what's going on. Later they discover some secrets
about the town.

Watching this series, you will keep looking for the truth in the next episode.
Also, it's different from other mystery dramas as the investigation is carried out
by teenagers.

In this drama, a sharp contrast can be seen between adults and teenagers.
The teenagers want to discover what the truth is, but their parents try to hide it,
just as many parents are doing nowadays.

The drama uses a cool tone when shooting scenes, which upgrades its
mysterious feel and we can sense the chilling atmosphere while watching it.
Besides this, what you expect to happen never appears in the end - the ending
is always unpredictable!

Riverdale is a must-watch drama series on Netflix.

RIVERDA L E
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Deep Stories behind the Street Food

When you hear the word documentary, you may think about a show which
is very informative but dull. On the contrary, this documentary is very interesting,
and you won't fall asleep while watching it.

Street Food gathers 9 stories from different cities. It's about how some
street food shops become famous and the hard work behind the success. Every
owner has their own story of persistence with street food. Even though some are
old, they still want to serve scrumptious food to others.

This documentary has some incredible visual effects and leaves you hungry
after watching it as the food looks extremely appetizing and mouth-watering.
The documentary starts from the cooking process to how the customers feel
after eating the street food. It's a great documentary that boosts your appetite.
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Know More about Tolerance - Comedy Specials

Many viewers of Netflix only watch tv series and movies, but do you
know that there are many comedy specials? There are two comedians | want to
recommend to you - Vir Das and Trevor Noah.

Vir Das comes from India and
Trevor Noah from South Africa. They . v
both have suffered discrimination
before and they share their stories
during these comedy specials. They live
in America right now and they often
criticize the policies of Donald Trump.

Das and Noah like to re-enact
some scenes from their lives and
they will use the accents of different
countries to make the stories more convincing and interesting.

Criticizing the government doesn't require some extreme methods, like
petitions or demonstrations. This kind of relaxing method can resonate with
others.

As for the discrimination, they both have a positive attitude to deal with
that. And because of cultural differences, some terms can be offensive. To know
more about the terms to avoid discrimination, the comedy specials hosted by
these two comedians are the best choice ever. The style is just like the stand-up
comedy of Dayo Wong in Hong Kong.
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