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SA Jenna Yuen Laura Chu

When we talked about comics a few years ago, the first thing that popped up in our minds
was usually the Japanese ones in which the characters possess a pair of oversized, lively eyes,
and the storylines revolve around teenagers’ lives, like Death Note or Bleach. However, the
continuous releases of superhero movies and TV shows have raised our interest in US comics
and eventually replaced the special place of “manga”. Now you might want to ask, how did US
comics gain so much fame all over the world all of a sudden?

US Comifics VS Japamnese Mamgpm

It may seem to us that Japanese manga is much older than

US comics, and this is actually legitimate. US comics have been
around since the 1930s, and they were mainly targeted at toddlers
and young children at first, until the well-known Superman
debut in 1938, when US comics drew in a lot of attention from
not just a younger audience, but from people in various age
groups. However, its popularity was largely limited to the US, as
we did not yet have advanced communications technology like

computers and smartphones On the other hand, the origin of -
Japanese “manga” goes back to a much older time. Some say it even started in the 12th century.
In spite of the much longer history of manga, its popularity and that of US comics are neck and
neck nowadays. On top of that, each US comic book is usually about 32 pages, while manga
is much longer, at around 150 pages. Evidently, we can see that US comics are much shorter,
and thus more portable. People can easily carry a 32-page comic book and read as a pastime,
after school, while waiting for friends or before bed. However, this is not an adequate nor
convincing reason for its rapid growing popularity, right? How exactly have the US comics cast

their magic to attract this many fanatics in just decades besides being more portable then?

W Tihe Most Emnfnemn{; Superhero

One of the many significant reasons why the US comics have come this far is definitely
due to the creation and debut of Superman. Superman was the first-ever superhero to have
his own self-titled comic, which vastly influenced the increment of other notable superheroes,
such as Batman and Wonder Woman. To put it another way, Superman was basically the
“root” of all superhero comics. Even if you never read the original comic series, you would still
recognize him with his striking symbol, the letter “S” in red on his chest. Superman not only
had a tremendous impact on the US comic industry, but also influenced comics from other




countries, like in the home of comics, Japan. In the Japanese manga
“Dragon Ball”, Superman is portrayed as a supporting character
called Sourman. Superman might even be the first person you
think of when you are asked to name one superhero. He was first
created by two high-schoolers in 1933 and had his grand debut
five years later, after being sold to a popular American comic book
publisher Detective Comics, known as DC Comics now, in the
same year. Soon enough, the comic series Superman received a lot
of positive feedback and led to the popularity of the series itself
and other comics of the same kind, which are action comics. These

kinds of action comics attracted so much interest from different people that this era is called
the “Golden Age of Comic Books” However, its decline was caused by The Comics Code,
which limited the content of comics and banned violent fighting scenes among superheroes
and villains in the mid-1950s.

W Poblidhers” Rivelly

As the popularity of comics continues to grow, some of the popular comic book
publishers widened their repertoire and tried to get a taste of the film industry, TV industry,
and many others. Just in the last year, two of the comic book publisher giants DC Comics and
Marvel Comics released almost ten superhero movies featuring different superheroes, from
Deadpool to Batman. Founded around eighty years ago, Superman’s publisher DC Comics is
battling with another comic book publisher, Marvel, for the most well-known US comic book
publisher in the comic industry in the modern age.

In the past few decades, these two competitors have been releasing films starring
different superheroes. Some stories are parts of series, and some are even connected with other
characters. With DC Comics, for example, the character Joker was first known as a supporting
character, a villain in the Batman series. On the other hand, he and other fellow villains in the
DC Universe have recently been featured in the film “Suicide Squad”, which tells the story from
the viewpoint of these “villains” to interpret the other side of the story. DC has also released
a TV series called “The Flash”, about a superhero with the power of superhuman speed. The
show has received strong ratings and it has just been renewed for a fourth season. This year,
DC is even releasing an all-star film called “Justice League”, featuring diverse superheroes, like

Cyborg and Aquaman.

Marvel has of course also been releasing films
like its opponent. For example, one of its upcoming
films “Spider-Man: Homecoming” is going on the
screen later this summer, with Tom Holland starring as
the famous Peter Parker, the secret identity of Spider-

Man. In fact, Marvel released an all-star movie five

The DC Comics movie — “Justice League”



years before DC did, although the writer of the original comic series
admitted it was inspired by Justice League, which was released three
years prior. Besides films, Marvel offers attractions in amusement
parks as well. For instance, the Iron Man 3-D attraction just opened
in Hong Kong Disneyland a few months ago. It is the first Marvel
attraction in our local amusement park. Furthermore, Marvel
released two ongoing web series in 2015, Daredevil and Jessica
Jones, both of which have received positive feedback from general
audiences and Marvel enthusiasts.

=2

DC.vs. Marvel comic mini-series
O Scpdiatc

Clearly, the two competitors are aware of how their battles haveticacs tw

groups of supporters, and they have taken advantage of it. A decade ago, these two companies
published a mini-series, DC vs. Marvel, and once again caused intense discussion between
supporters on both sides. Not only did they publish that controversial comic mini-series, but
they also came out with another comic series with the same theme just eight years after the first
one. JLA/Avengers is the second DC/Marvel crossover limited series, published in 2003. Just
as DC vs. Marvel, JLA/Avengers showcases fighting scenes among the different superheroes,
to see which superheroes would be defeated and perhaps see which publisher is the best. These
two mini-series have caused controversies and even quarrels among readers and the fans of
each superhero. In spite of many people from both sides fighting about whether DC or Marvel
is better, a final consensus has not been reached. Every coin has two sides, and everyone has
their own ideas. However, the only thing they can both hope for is another crossover comic,
or even a movie remake of the comics. Even though some people claim that a crossover movie
would be impossible, since it would take a very long time to film, anything could still happen.
Right now, we can only hope that the movie might be released one day.

¥ Anoliher Gollden Bra

Comic books were originally targeted at kids and teens, and other older people reading
them would be called “nerds” and “geeks” and perhaps would be laughed at. But with the even
more thrilling fight scenes and interesting storylines in superhero comics, comic books are
described as “no longer just for kids” and are portrayed differently than they used to be. They
have spread to a wider audience with the help of technological developments and globalization.
Nowadays, not just teens have the right to enjoy those superhero comics - sometimes you may
see many adults savouring superhero movies in cinemas, buying superhero merchandise in
stores and reading superhero comics in the MTR as a pastime. Everyone can be a comic book
lover without being called insulting names anymore. Despite US comics having had their
“golden era” half a century ago, maybe it is coming back for the second time around, this time
involving a more diverse audience, gaining more spotlights and shining brighter than it ever
did before!
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3A Fabiola Tsang Kathy Cheung

When you walk down the streets in Hong Kong, it is not hard to find other ethnic people and our
school is no exception. There are a couple of non-Chinese students in our school, ranging from India
to Pakistan. We were honoured to have an interview with four of our non-Chinese schoolmates: Khan
Aleeza Hurain, Kaur Harpreet, Batool Rabia and Zahid Faariah Zaidy.

here do they come firom?

Aleeza, Rabia and Faariah come from Pakistan and Harpreet is from India. Despite the fact that
they are not Chinese, they can speak and understand Cantonese. Their family members have been living
in Hong Kong for a while, and most of them consider Hong Kong their homes, except Faariah’s mother,
since they are the only family who is living in Hong Kong and all her relatives and cousins are in Pakistan.
“I guess my mother is still missing her old life in Pakistan,” said Faariah.

s amndl culltures

What are the biggest differences between

them and other Chinese people? They said the
main differences were the language and culture.
'People in India speak Urdu and Hindi while in
Hong Kong, we have Cantonese as our mother
tongue,' said Harpreet. She has a language barrier
with others and she is not able to express herself
fully. Sometimes, their classmates may not

understand them. This sometimes makes them

e ———————
shy about making friends with Chinese people at Harpreet performsin the drama on Thanksgiving Day

first. But luckily, their classmates do not mind their Chinese level and are friendly to them. When they

do not know some Chinese words during conversations, their classmates explain the meanings to them.
Therefore, they do not feel pressured in school and can make friends with some Chinese classmates.

Because of the differences in their Chinese levels, the curriculum of the Chinese subject for them
is different from others. "'We have Chinese lessons after school, and the curriculum is about the level
of higher forms of primary schools. When other students are having Chinese lessons, we will have free
lessons in the library, said Rabia. When they go to the higher forms, they will not sit for the DSE Chinese
subject but will take the GCSE Chinese subject which suits their ability.

The cultures of Hong Kong and Pakistan also have big differences. Take food as an example - the
food in Hong Kong compared to those in their home towns are very different. 'In Pakistan and India, they
use a lot of spices and herbs to create richer tastes. The food in Hong Kong contains less or even no herbs
and spices,' said Faariah. Moreover, people in Hong Kong use chopsticks to eat but in Pakistan they eat
with their hands.

Apart from food culture, the religions are also different. Many Pakistan students believe in Islam,

and Indian students believe in Hinduism. Our religions are very different from the Catholic religion




that our school believes. 'Some of us are exempted from the Religion ——
Studies lessons because of our faith in other religions. Although I ' .
follow Islam, I am not an extremely devout person, so I still attend the
RS lessons," said Aleeza.

Liffe fim scdhoell

All of them feel happy and experience no pressure when they go
to school every day. "In fact most students in our school are nice. When
you don't know anything or need help, they always give you a hand," said

Aleeza. Rabia also has the same view as Aleeza. She gets a lot of help
from other classmates and so she also wants to help others. As she loves . ) =
reading, she has joined the Library Prefect Team this year. She hopes to Rabia is helping a schoolmates

share her interest with others and help them through her service. 10 batraw) boaks

Faariah and Harpreet also have their own hobbies in school. "I've joined Drama Club this year and
gained a lot of confidence," said Harpreet. She met and cooperated with many students when preparing
for the show. "Although the preparation was tiring, I felt so happy when the show was completed
successfully." She enjoys being on the stage so much and will continue to perform in the future. For
Faariah, sport is what she loves. Athletics, basketball or dodgeball are all her favourites. "I meet many
friends from different forms through sports. We all enjoy doing sports and hope to break our own
records," said Faariah. Later she hopes to try more new sports and improve her skills in different sports.

Amy diffficulfies fin Chinese firflemdis?

Aleeza, Harpreet and Faariah have different answers to this question. Harpreet thinks they enjoy
music, TV shows or books, but they may have difficulties having conversations with people who have no
interest in these entertainments. "I like the TV programs of India. The programs are seldom appealing to
Chinese students." Besides this, she is not so good at either Cantonese or English. It is difficult for her to
communicate with Chinese students.

But Faariah does not agree with Harpreet as she thinks that sport is like a common language and
culture in the world. "Even if I do not speak a word, I still stay happy with my friends when we are playing
sports. This is not about whether I am Chinese." She thinks Chinese and non-Chinese are the same and
can communicate well.

Aleeza thinks that there are really some cultural differences and language barriers between Chinese
and them. However, most students are friendly to her. She believes any challenges that hinder Chinese
and non-Chinese students from communicating will be overcome if both of them want to understand
each other. “Whether it is difficult to make Chinese friends is
dependent on your mentality.”

lIWeYare}theysame!|

We hope that after reading this article, you can have a deeper

understanding of our non-Chinese schoolmates. Just as Rabia’s
Chinese friends say, “We are all human, and there shouldn’t be any
difference between us.” So, if you see our non-Chinese schoolmates,

e J—-_ don’t forget to greet them with a warm smile and say hello!

~ o,

O ——
Faariah has great
performance on sport
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3A Fabiola Tsang Kathy Cheung

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Who's running so fast? It’s Zahid Faariah Zaidy! We are sure that you have
heard of the legend of our school. She had great performances during both the Sports Day and Inter-class
Dodgeball Competition. This year we have the privilege to interview the Overall Champion of Sports
Day. We believe that many of our fellow students would like to know more about her success.

Her sports life began in primary school. Faariah was in the same primary school as her elder sisters,
who were as good as her in sports. They won medals year after year. Due to her sisters” good sports
performances, her PE teacher thought that she might also have potential, so he persuaded her to join the
athletics activities. ‘I started running just because my P.E. pomm——=

teacher in primary school forced me to run!” she laughed.
After that, the teacher saw her outstanding ability during
P.E. lessons and encouraged her to join their Sports Day.
At first she did not have any confidence in herself but he
convinced her to step out of her comfort zone and try
something new. So, she listened to his suggestion and
participated in some races on Sports Day. She joined the
short distance running, such as 60m and 100m at first.
When they called her name from the stage, she felt that her
future had become clearer, and from that time onwards, she

Faariah also performed well on
playing dodgeball

had become a sports enthusiast.
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During the first few weeks of Secondary One, all of the Houses recruited students as athletes for the
upcoming Sports Day. Students had to run five rounds and because of her excellent performance in both
short and long distance running, her House committee selected her to represent the House for the long
distance running race. That was how she started long distance
running.

After she started long distance running, her elder sister
taught her how to play basketball. So, with that training, she
was chosen to be in the School Basketball Team in the second
term of 2015-2016. ‘Basketball was the first ball game that I
ever tried, she said. Now, she likes to play different kinds of
ball games.

T love running, playing basketball and football most.
- Now I usually spend 2 hours playing sports on Friday and

Faariah first long'distance running Saturday, she said. In fact, her family members also love
race in S1



sports as she does. ‘T usually run with my family after dinner. My
eldest sister likes playing dodgeball, my second eldest sister always
plays volleyball, and my other sister and I like to play basketball”
She believes that her family have been a big factor in her developing
alove of sports.

W ller rewardss medals amd

When she was in Form 1, seeing the senior form students
being the Overall Champion made her want to achieve that kind
of success also. So, she has set a goal for herself since that time.
She set a timetable to train herself to be an outstanding athlete
and sought advice from the senior form students to enhance her
sports performances. After her hard work and training, she did

Faariah was the Overall
Champion in Grade C this year

her best during the Sports Day. During the prize presentation
ceremony, when her name was called, she could not believe it! She
was shocked as there were many great competitors in her grade. It was the first time in her life to feel such
success. It was totally worth the time that she had spent training.

Before her success, she felt down and wanted to give up. At that time she recalled a quote, “Never
give up. Great things take time.” She reminded herself that success only happens if she keeps trying, so
she persevered to the end. Her family always told her that they would be proud of her even if she did not
win, as long as she had tried her best. Also, her friends were her number one fans. They will support her
until the end of time. All the support she gained made her able to overcome her hardships and achieve
her final success.

She thinks that her running posture needs some improvements, so she wants to learn from the
professional athletes’ postures to increase her chances of winning. She also wants to do more training.
In the coming year, she wants to have better results in the 400m and 800m races. She wants to break
her own record for the 400m - 1 minute and 10 seconds, and for the 800m - 3 minutes and 10 seconds.
Moreover, she hopes to get gold medals for all the sport events she joins. She has also considered joining
the marathon to challenge herself. She might become either a runner, football player or a squash player
when she grows up because those were her favourite sports. Apart from that, she wants to try some new
sports such as ice hockey and skateboarding, and some aquatic sports like surfing and canoeing.

v @m pelformances

Faariah shared with us some useful tips on improving our sports performances. For example, do
not rush yourself or you will get hurt and give up easily. Doing too much exercise at one time will give
you cramps, and make you want to give up too. Doing team sports is a good chance to develop a passion
for sports - other players in the team will give you valuable advice and motivate you to practice more,
making you like practice and fall in love with sports. As practice makes perfect, you may get success in
competitions if you can keep on practicing. Again, this will make you love the sport more.

We hope everyone can benefit from her thoughts and have a better understanding of our
schoolmate, Faariah. Surely more of her wonderful sports performances will be seen again in the coming
year.
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S5A Jany Chow &C Jocelyn Tse

One of our students, Alison Lo Lok Yiu , was awarded the Kowloon Region Outstanding Student
prize. She was also the Youth of the Year 2016. Because of these awesome achievements, we interviewed
her and hoped that she could give other students some tips for success.

¥ W are (e requirements of he nemfinees?

There are several requirements to be a nominee. To be a Kowloon Region Outstanding Student, one

has to have leadership skills, an international outlook, a good understanding of social issues, the ability to
express opinions about news, and the experience of doing social services. To be the Youth of the Year, one
has to join Red Cross activities actively, fulfill the spirit of Red Cross, and you are required to take part in
an activity for assessing your capability to cooperate with and lead teammates.

W Iy wes Alfisen dhosemn?
“Why were you selected to represent our school?”

“Let me talk about the Kowloon Region Outstanding Student first. One of the reasons might
be that I have been the Captain of Red Cross. I have lots of experience in leading the members when
organizing activities. I also like trying different activities like music and social services. So, my experience
might be one of the main factors leading the teachers to pick me. For the Youth of the Year 2016, I think
my devotion to the services and activities for Red Cross, like organizing the body check-up activity in
school and joining the first aid competition, gave me the credit. That's why I was selected to represent our
school”

W Process of sellecifion
After understanding the requirements, nominees had to undergo the process of selection.

To be chosen as the Kowloon Region Outstanding Student, Alison and other students from other
Kowloon schools paid a visit to Fo Shan. __
They visited different museums to appreciate =
the traditional art of Fo Shan and made |
some artwork. This was followed by the -
presentations of students on the traditional
art and modernization of Fo Shan in which
they had to express their views and show
their observations in order to get high
marks. Students had to work in teams and
their presentations needed to focus on the
connections between traditional art and

modernization in Fo Shan. Alison and her
>

team members’ effort was rewarded - they '
Alison with her friends during the Fo Shan trip



got the final success due to their clear delivery of ideas
and effective coordination.

To be selected as the Youth of the Year 2016,
there were three stages in which students had to show
good performance. The first and third parts were group
discussions, to share their feelings and opinions on
current issues. To Alison, the second part was the most
challenging. She needed to locate a check point with
a group of students whom she was not familiar with.
It was a challenge for her as this time she was working
with students who used to be the leaders of their own
groups, and she expected that arguments could arise ~ Completing the mission in Youth of the
easily as these leaders might not be open to others’ views. Year 2016 second section
However, that turned out to be a golden chance for her to polish her negotiation and organizational skills.
With good collaboration between her and her teammates, her group completed the mission with success,
and in the end she became the Youth of the Year 2016.

First, take care of your responsibilities well, including both your academic studies and extra-
curricular activities. Even as a little member in Red Cross, she accomplished the duties her teachers
assigned, and such hard work led to her being chosen as the leader of Red Cross. “It is not important
whether you are in a very high position at first, but it is essential to do well in every position,” she said. If
you really do your work well, others will surely notice and appreciate it.

Second, join lots of different activities. Although studying is important, never spend all your time on
it — leave some time for different activities. You can feel relaxed when you are doing something you like.
You will feel happier and even perform better in examinations. You can also learn some useful skills, like
leadership and communication skills that are difficult to learn on school days. You can make friends and
learn from their strengths during the activities. During the selection activities, I made friends with other
Kowloon Region Outstanding Students who were good at different areas. We learnt from each other and
shared our viewpoints. This benefited me a lot, and up till now, we are still in contact and will encourage
each other for the DSE. Remember, you should be confident - don't be scared by anything when you are
joining the activities. Also, don’t be shy to express your views, to let others understand your thoughts.
And whatever you decide to try, have passion in

what you do!

Third, stay positive. Don't put too much
pressure on yourself or your performance will
be adversely affected. Just do your utmost and
live your life with no regrets. Always believe
that your effort will be rewarded. There are
many challenges in our lives but don’t lose your
confidence in yourself. Trepidation cannot help
you solve any problems, but relaxing yourself can

help you do things better. Last but not least: do
Y i‘] your best, and let God do the rest.

Learning to do some Chinese traditional art
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